





contemporary. Indeed, the renovation’s greatest
triumph may be its restraint; while the rooms (and
particularly the bathrooms) may be small, they're
also boldly outfitted with Art Deco—inspired me-
tallic wallpapers and color-blocked curtains. When
to go: Year-round, but late spring and early sum-
mer bring big waves and sunny skies. Which room
to book: Be sure you're in the historic wing, in a
Beachview room (808-923-7311; royal-hawaiian
.com; doubles, $370-$570). @08 @SS O

The Blackstone, Chicago, lllinois

312-447-0955; marriott.com; doubles, $270—
$369.96 @

Dana Hotel and Spa,

Chicago, lllinois

f” Hyper-stylish and bathed in natural light and
textures, most rooms in the 26-story high-rise
have floor-to-ceiling windows lasciviously ex-
posed (should you opt not to use the blackout
curtains) to neighboring offices and condos. The
vibe is simultaneously spare and plush, with in-
MW= dustrial-cement ceilings, ribbed wallpa-
5250 per, indecently comfortable beds, and
metallic velour textiles. All rooms have spa-in-
spired bathrooms and the latest gadgetry, includ-
ing fully stocked wine chillers. The spa, booked
solid on weekends, offers a greatest hits menu of
moderately priced massages, facials, and wraps.
The Dana has a choice location between North
Michigan Avenue and the River North dining and
gallery district, but reserve a table if you want to
go to its duplex steak and sushi restaurant,
Ajasteak, a new neighborhood hot spot. The
rooftop Vertigo Sky Lounge has a glassed-in bar
and an outdoor fire pit where the city’s remain-
ing smokers can light up with impunity. When to
go: Year-round. Which room to book: Nirvana
Suites, designed as pied-a-terres, have kitchens,
dining tables, balconies, and cocktail party—sized
spa showers with multiple jets (312-202-6000;
dan 245-$395).
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Hidden Pond,
Kennebunkport, Maine

207-967-9050; hiddenpondmaine.com; cot-
tages, $395-$695. 0 @0 @S O

Boston, Massachusetts

617-535-8880; mandarinoriental.com; dou-
bles, $475-$925. 9 @ & O

Hotel Ivy, Minneapolis, Minnesota

!',’ Minneapolis’s frigid winters are famous, so
it's only fitting that this hotel takes icy minimalism
to a breathtaking extreme. The cavernous lobby
is an elegant study in sharp edges, marble, glass,
and winter-white fabrics, which lends it a mid-
century modern air. Remarkably, with a little help
IR from the gracious staff, the overall effect
%250 is warm and welcoming. The economy
of design extends to the 136 spare but comfort-
able rooms. The marble-clad bathrooms are
nearly as large as the bedrooms, and each has a
separate soaking tub with city views. Twenty-one
handsomely appointed suites are located in the
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adjacent lvy Tower, a compact office building built
in 1930; this ziggurat-style edifice also houses a
top-notch spa, a gym, and a two-story restaurant.
It may all be a bit staid for trendy types, but for
grown-ups in search of comfort and style, this is
the address. When to go: Year-round for the Twin
Cities' extensive arts and cultural offerings. Which
room to book: A Grand Deluxe, because stan-
dard rooms are small (612-746-4600; starwood
hotels.com; doubles, $144-$299). @ @ & €

Encore Wynn, Las Vegas, Nevada

702-770-7000; encorelasvegas.com; suites,
$250-3900.80 Q£SO

Encantado, Santa Fe, New Mexico

#FF Just north of town, in the rustic “suburb”
of Tesuque, this new resort from the team be-
hind Napa Valley's Auberge du Soleil gives visi-
tors a taste of the wild—stars in the night sky, the
yelp of coyotes—while catering to every urban
need. That means a superb restaurant (Terra),
an outpost of one of Santa Fe's most influential
galleries, and a spa that melds herbal rituals and
beauty treatments. More subtly, it means assured
service, radiant heating under the polished-con-
crete floors, and a bottle of the excellent local
Gruet sparkling wine. Set amid rolling hills, the
65 casitas are Southwestern minimalist: pine
ceiling beams, wood-burning fireplaces, a single
black-and-white Native American basket hung
above the soaking tub. The resort’s one aesthet-
ic weakness is the central parking lot, which is
visible from the sprawling pool and from most
rooms. When to go: In October, when the air is
crisp and cool. Which room to book: Suites 63,
64, and 65 have outdoor fireplaces and a prime
location at the top of a hill (877-262-4666;
encantadoresort.com; doubles, $500-$600).
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Greenwich Hotel,
New York, New York

d’ Like Robert De Niro’s previous business
ventures in TriBeCa, his Greenwich Hotel is a
ell-timed success. Behind the unassuming brick
cade is a mountain lodge meets ryokan ambi-
nce. The drawing room has a fireplace, plush
mismatched couches, a wood-beamed ceiling, and
knickknacks from all over the world. This rus-
tic theme is carried out in the 88 spacious guest
rooms—but don’t let the distressed look fool you.
All are luxuriously kitted out and have compli-
mentary mini-bars. The large underground pool
is the hotel's piéce de résistance: Set beneath a
250-year-old bamboo roof and reclaimed wood,
it’s a rare find in spatially limited Manhattan. The
only wealk point here is the restaurant, Ago, with
its mediocre ltalian food and spotty service. When
to go: Year-round. Which room to book: Room
502, a Greenwich Room, has French doors that
open onto a quiet courtyard (212-941-8900;
thegreenwichhotel.com; doubles, $475-$695).
eSS0

Thompson LES,
New York, New York

212-460-5300; thompsonles.com;
! doubles, $229-5289. @@ £ O
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HOTELS

The Nines, Portland, Oregon

UNDER | 877-229-9995; thenines.com; dou-
$25° bles, $126-$385.8 © ® O

Hotel Saint Cecilia, Austin, Texas

512-852-2400; hotelstcecilia.com; doubles,
$300-3540.9 @ £SO

Stoneleigh Hotel & Spa,

Dallas, Texas

UNDER 800-921-8498; stoneleighhotel.com;
A Goubles, $190-3455.9 @ ® S O

Arctic Club Hotel,

Seattie, Washington

NDEF 800-600-7775; arcticclubhotel.com;
21 doubles, $199-$305.8 © @ O

Four Seasons Hotel,
Seattle, Washington

206-749-7000; fourseasons.com; doubles,
$365-5495. 0SSO

Donovan House, Washington, D.C.

202-737-1200; thompsonhotels.com; dou-
bles, $264-$320.8 0 @SS O

Iron Horse Hotel,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

414-374-4766; theironhorsehotel
L com; doubles, $149-$379.9 © ® O
ZAMBIA

Toka Leya Camp,
Mosi-Oa-Tunya National Park

Bookings via travel agent only; wilderness
-safaris.com: rates not available. @ @ £ @

ZIMBABWE
Singita Pamushana Lodge,
Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve

o na landscape inhabited by black and white
rhinos, kudu, and predator cats, the thatched
main lodge and six villas overlook Malilangwe
Lake (a seventh villa, with five bedrooms and a
James Bondish disappearing window, was exclu- -
sively used by the lodge's owner until recently).
Each villa has a lofty ceiling, a huge shower tiled
by a local artist, and a plunge pool with a sweep-
ing view. Standstone fireplaces and walls painted
in chevrons are in harmony with fabrics that, with
the carved artwork, remind you that Zimbabwe-
an handicrafts and handiwork are among Africa’s
best. Those wary of the steep rates should note
that all of the profits go back into the community,
to a program that feeds 25,000 kids a day, and to
rehabilitating this former hunting ground. Until
Zimbabwe's economy comes around, all the in-
gredients for your meals—tuna steal, vegetable
aspic, artichoke salad—arrive via charter plane
from South Africa. The coffee, though, is local
and good. When to go: March through June and
August through November. Which room to boolk:
Room 1 has the best view from the shower and
the plunge pool (27-21-683-3424; singita.com;
doubles, $1,600, alkinclusive). @ € & O
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